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INTRODUCTION 
 
This note refers to one of 5 initial meetings held in March 2022 on each of the 5 action themes contained in 
the Community Action Plan.  This meeting was about the Community Life action area.  More detail about that 
action area can be found in the full Community Action Plan on www.communityfuture.net.   
 
The Community Life action area had 5 priorities.  Each has a separate section in this note. 
 
 
1 RETAIN POST OFFICE & SHOP 
 
1.1 The Community Trust is doing some background research on the feasibility of the shop/PO being 

acquired by the community – not necessarily by the Trust, it could be by others.  Work is ongoing. 
 
 
2 AFTER-SCHOOL / NURSERY CARE IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY  
 
2.1 Kirsty would like to trial an after-school forest club at Inverfarigaig forest school during the forthcoming 

Easter holidays.  But she needs somebody else qualified to help run it, otherwise somebody freelance 
would need to be hired and paid as support.  She has approached Forestry and Land Scotland, The 
Highland Council and High Life Highlandfor support, but nothing forthcoming yet.  Any offers of support 
gratefully received! 

 
2.2 Next step for wilder childcare initative: need to audit existing childcare provision (not very much!) and 

what people need – to identify the gaps.  Could involve Baby and Toddlers Group, Kirsty, Parents 
Councils, schools. 

 
2.3 Transport needs to be an important part of any childcare initiative - enabling dropoff/pickup of kids. 
 
 
3 LOCAL COMMUNITY HUBS  
 
3.1 Wildside Centre: 

• Next intended phase at Wildside is to have more things – e.g. better use of marquee, outside 
seating and BBQ, play area etc. 



• Marquee has suffered storm damage – repairs or replacement needed and protocol for storage 
during poor weather.  

• Could pupils and students be allowed free use of the Wildside for quiet study space away from 
home? (possibly with teacher support as Kilchuimen Academy does) 

• Lack of storage space is an issue which needs to be addressed – e.g. to enable Christmas decorations 
to be removed from conference room. 

• Next step: agree action at next Wildside steering group meeting.  The meeting will be open to all.  
Details on the Community Trust website: 
https://www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk/projects/Wildside-Centre/  

 
3.2 Inverfarigaig: 

• The Community Trust is exploring acquisition of the forest school and nearby land from Forestry and 
land Scotland.  A valuation has been obtained.   

• If this goes ahead, it would mean that the community owns properties for community hubs in all 
parts of the area. 

 
3.3 Errogie Kirk: 

• Likely receive £175,000 funding via the Community Trust this year and next year to take forward 
new community hub. 

 
3.4 Noted that the area’s forestry tracks are in good order and are a good way to connect up local centres 

by bicycle (link to Outdoors and Nature action group ‘Paths and Places’ action; see separate note). 
 
 
4 FOYERS SPORTS FACILITIES (RIVERSIDE FIELD AND BAY) 
 
4.1 Foyers Bay steering group met on 3 March and is meeting again on 17 March.  Information for the THC 

Planning is now ready, the planning application should go in this financial year; timescale for 
determination is unknown.  Latest updates and more information on the Community Trust’s Foyers Bay 
webpage: https://www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk/projects/foyers-bay/ 

 
4.2 Riverside Field – ‘planning-in-principle’ application for the masterplan is being considered on March 

22nd.  After determination, then need to speak to users to put flesh on the bones of the project (e.g. 
SOSA and others).  Latest updates and more information on the Community Trust’s Riverside Field 
webpage: https://www.stratherrickcommunity.org.uk/projects/Riverside-Field-Foyers/  

 
 
5 DISCUSSION ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OUR SCHOOLS 
 
5.1 Noted that schools are referenced in the Council’s Local Development Plan – no reference to closures, 

only poor condition.  That may lead to some discussion opening up about schools after local 
government elections. 

 
 
OTHER POINTS 
 
BCC is currently doing a community survey (everyone urged to complete it by March 27th closing date), which 
will inform its strategic planning and where it focusses its energies.  That is likely to fill some more gaps in the 
Community Life action area, but we don’t know yet as the survey is still open. 
 
Question was asked: What else does SFCT have in mind to do?  Tony responded that some of the items 
discussed in the meeting could be funded through SFCT underspends this financial year. SFCT will then look at 
next set of projects for 2022-23.  There is budget set aside this year for the action groups to kickstart action, 
plus the Errogie Kirk community hub project is probably getting £175,000 this year and next year. 
 


